
What do you need this Christmas? 

in this issue >>> 

One More Life Changed! 
A message from UNiViDAôs Board of Directors 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Itôs been a very difficult 

road for Meiline, sheôs had 

to battle malnutrition, fight 

hard for opportunities, and 

study long hours in difficult 

conditions, but this month, 

thanks to UNiViDA, she is 

celebrating her graduation 

with a degree in Financial 

Administration.  

 

Having completed her degree and ap-

prenticeship in a bank, Meiline is now 

working fulltime in the Accounting Office 

for a large Plastics Firm. Look out for 

Meilineôs full story in our next issue.  

 

If you would like to be-

come a Dreambuilder 

and help another child 

like Meiline to find a pathway out of pov-

erty, please see the slip at the end of 

this newsletter or visit our website. Your 

support provides 20 extra hours of 

education per week from the age of 

7, a safe environment to grow and 

learn and on - going counseling 

through teenage years all the way 

into work, college or university . 
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Christmas is a great time for us 

to think seriously about the 

things we need, because itôs of-

ten a time when our loved ones 

ask us ñWhat do you want?ò 

 

 

 

Of course any charity also has to 

be thinking the same thing as it 

makes plans and carries out itôs 

charitable activities.  

 

There are always new opportuni-

ties and possibilities for us to 

help the children we work with 

each day. ñWouldnôt it be good 

iféò is a sentence that we regu-

larly complete and this is healthy 

because it helps us to keep ad-

justing to changing needs.  

 

 

On the other hand, there is also 

the on -going responsibilities and 

like maintaining the buildings, 

buying supplies and replacing 

equipment that are also consti-

tute our needs.  

 

At the beginning of this year we 

decided that a Kombi was the thing 

we needed most urgently to service 

the project. Without a reliable vehi-

cle, our ability to offer a quality 

programme to the children is se-

verely handicapped.  

 

The Kombi enables us to take care 

of the resources we already have 

as well as opening up new possibili-

ties for our work in the community.  

 

 

 

Throughout this year we have been 

successful in raising £4,000 of the 

£18,000 needed to purchase the 

vehicle.  

 

Our Christmas wish is to be able to 

reach our fundraising goal, pur-

chase the vehicle and celebrate  

this achievement together as we 

also celebrate Godôs great provision 

of Christ at Christmas.  

 

In this newsletter, youôll find more 

information about the Kombi. 

Please take a moment to think 

about how you can help UNiViDA 

with this our Christmas appeal.  

For more information visit   www.univida.org  

DONATE NOW 
See the back 
page to find out 

how. 



Love Me Again, Mum 

In partnership with óFabrica Fortalezaô, 200 stu-

dents at the University of Life  went on a field trip 

to a biscuit factory at the end of October.  

The University of Life is located 9 miles south -east of the commercial 

centre of Fortaleza.  

 

Slums do not have large supermarkets, hospitals, 

clinics, banks, reliable public transport, post offices, 

mechanics and other essential shops and services 

needed by a project like The University of Life. We 

have to travel on poorly constructed roads and of-

ten through dangerous areas for several miles to 

access the things and services we need. Traffic is 

heavy and it often takes hours to achieve simple 

tasks because of long queues.  

 

The project needs a vehicle, in order to effectively 

service the daily needs of 350 children and staff.  

Without it the project would be paralyzed. The vehi-

cle allows us to deal with the complicated logistics 

of working in Brazil and to be ready in the case of 

an accident or emergency at the project.  

 

Kombiôs are strong, reliable and fuel efficient. They typically last up to 10 

years, even with such heavy use on very poor roads.  

 

A Kombi is a lifeline to the project, it transportsé.. 

¶ Food and water  

¶ Maintenance supplies and parts  

¶ Staff and students on field trips and visits  

¶ Our mission team to visit churches & schools  

and to do evangelism  

¶ Staff to the bank, to pay bills, to buy equipment,  

materials and services for the project.  

¶ Food parcels to needy people in the favela  

¶ Staff to house church and to visit children in their homes  

 

The Kombi is also needed asé 

¶ An Emergency vehicle (in Brazil you canôt rely on an ambulance) 

¶ A host vehicle for visitors from overseas  

www .org The Need for a Kombi Van 

Fortaleza is home to one of the biggest manufac-

turers of biscuits and cream crackers in Brazil and 

the company has a programme set up to receive 

school groups for educational visits.  

 

For a child in the slums, the opportunity to visit a 

factory is extremely enlightening. Many of them 

have left the slums and have a very narrow con-

cept of the world around them. The children were 

given a full tour of the factory, a lesson in hygiene 

and plenty of biscuits!  

Imagine the contrasts for a child waking up hungry 

in the slums and going on this field trip.  

 

From a favela toé 

¶ A highly industrialized and organized environment  

¶ An air conditioned workplace  

¶ Enormous clean and sanitized buildings  

¶ A productive and successful business environment.  

 

After the trip UNiViDA staff helped children think 

about their experience. The many questions which 

arose were a good indication of the tripôs success. 

From One World To Another 

DONATE NOW 
See the back 
page to find out 

how. 

This is Michael, who is seven. 

Michaelôs mother is addicted to 

Crack Cocaine and lives with her 

boyfriend. Recently Michael was 

literally kicked out of the house by 

his own mother and is now living 

with his Grandmother. This Grand-

mother, is already looking after 5 

other children who have been 

abandoned by their young parents.  
 

Michaels humble prayer, expressed 

with all the innocence of a 7 year 

old, is that his mother would love 

him again.  

 

Michaelôs situation is heartbreaking 

to us. Thanks to your financial 

support we can be a source of 

comfort, support and daily encour-

agement to him.  

 

Please pray for Michael, that his 

prayer will be answered and that 

he would also know Godôs uncondi-

tional love and mercy for him.  

Text KOMB11 to 
70070 to donate ª10 



The Story of a Childrenôs Ambassador to Brazil 

IT Equipment Arrives 
Meet Moose, heôs 

very young, but heôs 

just returned from 

his biggest ever 

adventure in Brazil! 

tropical heat, new food, new lan-

guage and different culture honestly 

and bravely. It wasnôt always easy 

but his diary entries helped him and 

children back at home to under-

stand a little more about what it 

means to work overseas.  

 

He also helped them understand 

and how their partnership and pray-

ers were making a difference for 

children in need.  

 

òAfter I went to the slums and saw 

the childrenõs houses it made me cry. 

Tonight I asked God what he thinks 

about how we live and how the kids 

live here in Brazil. I just want to 

know what He thinks about it all. I 

bet it makes Him sad, too.  ò 

If you would like to read more ex-

tracts from Mooseôs Diary, see more 

photos or use Moose as a resource 

for your childrenôs group or schoolôs 

partnership, please email-

ruth.marques@univida.org  

It all started when Moose, the Mis-

sionary Cow (who had always been 

fascinated with the missions notice 

board at his church), wrote a letter to 

his childrenôs group leader. 

 

Dear Teacher,  

I want to be a missionary when I grow 

up. Will you teach me how?   

Love Moose  

P.S. I can sing and I am good at Bible 

verses, but I am very shy   

 

To cut a longer story short, Moose 

ended up on a plane to Brazil with a 

bunch of grown ups, who were also 

interested in missions. Mooseôs task 

was to report back to the children, 

telling them all about what it was like 

at The University of Life, Brazil.  

 

Each day Moose wrote a diary which 

he posted online for his friends back 

at home to read and reflect on what 

he was learning.  

 

òThis morn-

ing I learned 

that here in 

Brazil we 

donõt have 

the same 

tools to use. We had to think of dif-

ferent ways to help get things done. 

Sometimes itõs annoying and it takes a 

bit longer.ó 

 

As you can see, his experience was 

rather different to the green grass of 

home. However, Moose tackled the 

Update on Strikes 

Government spending on stadiums 

for the World Cup in 2014 is spiral-

ing and  there are on -going minis-

terial corruption scandals in the 

Brazilian government.  

 

Brazilians want to know why with a 

booming economy, they are they 

still without basic heath care, public 

safety, quality education and fairer 

wages.   

 

As a result of this growing dissatis-

faction, Civil Police, Public clinics, 

dentists, DVLA workers, post office 

and bank workers have all taken 

strike action in the last few months 

in addition to the teachers. Please 

pray for peaceful reforms, honesty 

and justice in Brazil.  

 

Photo: Public demonstrations on 

the streets of Fortaleza Oct. 2011  

UNiViDA staff with new computer 

equipment in the IT classroom.  


